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THE  MOST  ESSENTIAL  PROBLEM 
OF  OUR  CHURCH 

Presented  to  Presbyterians  in  a  Survey 
by  Impartial  Experts 

A  Survey  of  the  whole  Educational  Work  and  Responsibility 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  has  just  been 
completed.  This  Survey  was  authorized  by  the  Assembly's  Work 
Committee  and  approved  by  the  General  Assembly.  It  was  made 
by  some  of  the  most  experienced  educators  in  the  Country.  The 
men  were  chosen  from  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  Church,  that 
their  work  might  be  entirely  impartial.  Theirs  is  the  testimony 
of  experts;  their  fairness  is  beyond  question;  their  findings  will 
guide  those  who  are  willing  to  look  at  the  educational  task  as  a 
whole. 


THE  FIRST  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  OUR  CHURCH 
—AN  EDUCATED  MINISTRY 

The  Survey  declares: 

"In  determining  prior  claims  upon  the  Church,  the  building  of 
a  permanent  educational  system  which  will  articulate  with  the 
public  school  system  and  assure  a  maximum  number  of  trained 
Christian  workers  for  the  religious  and  social  life  of  the  future 
may  well  be  taken  as  a  guide.  The  Survey  suggests  the  follow- 
ing order  of  permanent  priorities: 

"1.  Theological  Seminaries — The  first  educational  respon- 
sibility of  the  Church  is  to  provide  an  educated  ministry/' 

The  Survey  justifies  this  priority  on  the  ground  that: — "Prot- 
estant Churches  of  whatever  name  recognize  today  the  necessity 
of  an  educated  ministry,  if  they  are  to  survive  and  be  able  to 
meet  the  issues  facing  the  Church — This  issue  lies  at  the  very 
foundation  of  Protestantism." 

Columbia  accepts  it  because  she  is  convinced  that: — "There  is 
no  higher  calling  on  earth  than  that  of  the  Christian  Ministry." 


THE  PRESSING  PROBLEM— SUPPORT 

Our  seminaries  charge  no  tuition. 

They  give  a  free  education  for  the  Christian  Ministry. 

They  give  a  scholarship  to  the  majority  of  their  students. 

The  seminaries  look  to  their  interest-bearing  endowments  as 
a  major  permanent  source  of  income  with  which  to  pay  their  costs 
of  administration,  salaries    scholarships,  incidentals. 


Assets  of  Seminaries 
(Survey  Page  6,  Columbia's  Figures  from  Auditor) 
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Louisville   _ 

....   76 

$375,958 

$     542,011 

S      8,064 

$11,972 

$7,025 

Austin 

36 

260,000 

290,523 

15  292 

8,070 

Union  

_129 

969,738 

1,191,201 

51,016 

16,662 

8,832 

Columbia    _ 

_   69 

485,260 

397,000 

200,000 

9,887 

2,855 

Net  Supporting  Assets  Per  Student 
(Figures  and  Graph.) 


Union $8,832.00 

Austin   8,070.00 

Louisville  7,025.00 

Columbia  .._..  2,855.00 


Is  it  fair  to  ask  Columbia  to  carry  her  students  on  one  third  the 
net  supporting  assets  which  our  other  seminaries  find  necessary? 


THE  PRESSING  PROBLEM— SUPPORT ! 

The  Survey  shows  that  the  Church  has  the  appropriate  num- 
ber of  properly  located  seminaries.  The  removal  and  relocation 
of  Columbia  in  Atlanta  is  an  outstanding  achievement.  The 
plant  value  has  been  tripled  in  the  last  four  years. 


BUT  TO  STOP  NOW 

MEANS 

"SUBSTITUTING  BUILDING  FOR  EDUCATION" 

— to  quote  again  the  Survey  p.  48. 

During  this  four-year  period  two  large  additions  have  also 
been  made  to  the  supporting  assets.  The  Columbia  plant,  while 
used  for  seminary  purposes,  was  carried  at  a  valuation  of  $160,- 
000  (plus  Library  $40,000,  total  $200,000).  It  was  re-valued 
for  sale,  and  an  option  has  been  given  on  it  for  $75,000.  This 
valuation  has  been  transferred  out  of  plant  value  into  support- 
ing assets  and  is  so  included  in  the  1928  figures.  The  other 
major  addition  to  supporting  assets  is  $50,000  netted  from  the 
Georgia  Endowment  Campaign. 

BUT  THAT  $200,000  DEBT — three-fourths  of  it  incurred 
in  the  Atlanta  building  program — just  shatters  this  good  show- 
ing. It  takes  over  half  of  the  highest  interest  bearing  endowment 
to  cover  the  interest  on  the  debt.  It  raises  the  budget  by  an  in- 
terest charge  of  $12,000.  It  leaves  a  smaller  net  supporting  en- 
dowment, bearing  a  lower  rate  of  interest  (e.  g.,  the  rent  of  the 
old  grounds  in  Columbia  nets  3  % )   to  carry  a  higher  budget. 

Increased  budget  and  overhead,  decreased  supporting  assets,  de- 
creased supporting  interest  rates  make  the  problem  of  support 
ACUTE. 


COLUMBIA'S  PROBLEM! 
1925  1926  1927  1928 


Net  Suppoi 
Assets' 


82.52.,0OO 


Plant  Val 


»2,00,000 


8455,000 


8137,000 


ftud^ef- 


814,000 


850,000 


THE  SEMINARY  SATISFIES  THE 

The  Survey's  Set-Up 

1.  Physical  Equipment — 

A.  Grounds.  "The  most  desirable  location  is  in  the 
suburbs  of  a  large  city,  where  ample  grounds  can  be 
provided/'    Not  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty  acres. 

B.  Buildings  modern  in  their  utilities  and  facilities. 

C.  Administration.  Administration  offices  and  social 
rooms. 

D.  Dormitories  and  Refectory. 

2.  The  Library — "A  successfully  administered  library  will  re- 
quire an  endowment  fund  for — 

A.  Salary  of  librarian. 

B.  Funds  for  the  purchase  of  books.  "An  endowment 
of  $200,000  at  five  per  cent,  would  provide  a  modest 

"'"  amount." 

3.  Departments  of  Instruction — Eight  departments  are  outlined. 

4.  The  Faculty — 

A.  Education — A  proper  emphasis  "upon  the  import- 
ance of  academic  and  scholarly  preparation." 

B.  The  number — A  minimum  of  one  to  each  depart- 
ment. 

C.  Salaries — A  salary  of  $5,000  is  suggested. 

D.  Endowment — "$800,000  would  be  required  for 
teaching  salaries,"  plus  $200,000  for  library — "A 
minimum  total  endowment  of  $1,000,000."  Operat- 
ing expense  and  up-keep  would  be  in  addition  thereto. 

5.  The  Student  Body — 

A.  Classes — from  twenty  to  twenty-five  students — A 
minimum  of  sixty  students. 

B.  Provision  for  elective  work. 


SURVEY— EXCEPT  ENDOWMENT 

Columbia  in  Atlanta 

1.  Physical  Equipment — 

A.  The  fifty-seven  and  one-half-acre  campus  in  Decatur 
ideally  meets  this  requisite. 

B.  The  new  Columbia  buildings  are  modern  and  effi- 
cient in  every  way. 

C.  Campbell  Hall  has  ample  provision  for  these  needs. 

D.  The  new  dormitories  provide  every  convenience.   The 
ground  floor  of  Campbell  Hall  serves  as  a  Refectory. 

2.  The  Library — Columbia  has  the  magnificent  Smyth  Library; 
but  the  Smyth  endowment  of  $10,000  is  altogether  too  small 
to  bring  out  its  full  usefulness. 


3.  Departments  of  Instruction — Six  departments  divide  the  field. 

4.  Faculty — 

A.  Columbia  is  in  the  forefront  of  Southern  seminaries 
in  insisting  that  her  new  professors  hold  an  earned 
doctor's  degree. 

B.  The  number — One  to  each  department    (6). 

C.  A  salary  of  $3,500,  with  the  free  use  of  a  home. 

D.  Endowment — The  auditor's  report,  May,  1928, 
shows  a  net  supporting  endowment  of  $197,000. 


5.     The  Student  Body — 

A.  Columbia  has  had  more  than  the  minimum  each  year 
in  Atlanta. 

B.  Elective  work  in  four  departments  is  offered  this  year. 
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A  PRACTICAL  PROGRAM 

Columbia  is  NOT  asking  for  an  endowment  of  the  Million 
which  the  Survey  regards  as  a  minimum,  though  the  Richmond 
assets  are  more  than  that. 

Columbia  is  NOT  asking  for  eight  teachers,  nor  for  the  salaries 
suggested  by  the  Survey. 

Columbia  is  NOT  asking  for  the  completion  of  the  building 
program,  nor  for  the  library  endowment. 

Columbia  IS  asking  for  the  removal  of  this  staggering  debt, 
that  she  may  be  able  to  meet  just  her  present  minimum  budget 
without  a  deficit.  Each  year  Columbia  has  a  deficit  of  about 
$14,000.  The  most  rigid  economy  can  only  relatively  affect 
this,  for  the  interest  on  the  debt  is  over  $12,000.  In  other  words, 
if  the  debt  were  paid  we  could  run  the  school  without  a  deficit. 

Debt  is  not  the  Policy  of  the  School,  It  was  incurred  by  the 
removal  of  the  Seminary.  The  plant  cost  $150,000  more  than 
has  been  received  in  Atlanta  for  that  purpose.  The  cost  of  mov- 
ing and  an  accumulation  of  yearly  deficits  accounts  for  the  other 
$50,000. 

We  can  not  stand  still.  The  interest  on  our  debt  is  cumulative. 
Is  it  not  fair  to  ask  for  a  lift  in  such  an  emergency? 
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OUR  GREATEST  ASSETS— OUR  FRIENDS 

Our  greatest  assets  are  our  friends.  Those  imponderables  which 
no  Committee  can  survey,  no  graph  can  chart,  are  the  great  factors 
in  the  solution  of  every  problem,  the  key  to  every  forward  step. 
A  kindly  Providence  has  enabled  many  Presbyterians  to  capitalize 
their  potentialities  into  material  assets.  A  gracious  spirit  has  en- 
riched these  choice  personalities  with  the  higher  blessedness  of  giv- 
ing. Their  gifts  have  made  possible  the  new  Columbia  plant, 
while  their  personalities  have  become  the  more  radiant  for  that 
experience.  One  of  these  whole-souled  friends  has  determined  that 
his  earlier  investment  in  Columbia  shall  not  be  crippled  by  this 
staggering  load  of  debt.  He  offers  an  additional  gift  of  $60,000 
on  condition  that  the  other  supporters  of  the  School  give  at  least 
$75,000  toward  the  reduction  of  this  debt,  by  July  1,  1929. 

The  Master  gave  up  the  riches  of  His  Glory  and  became  poor 
that  He  might  enrich  us  through  His  Gospel.  The  highest  service 
He  left  us  is  the  proclamation  of  that  Gospel.  To  that  task  the 
Seminary  is  dedicated.  Many  other  business  men,  many  Marthas 
and  Marys,  whom  He  loves,  will  find  in  this  appeal  the  Master's 
call  to  release  all  that  has  been  already  devoted,  to  Columbia,  by 
a  further  effort  to  raise  this  staggering  load.  And  the  gracious 
power  which  moves  in  them  to  will  and  to  do  His  pleasure,  will, 
in  the  doing  thereof,  mould  them  more  nearly  into  His  Image. 
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WHY  SHOULD  I  GIVE  AGAIN? 

This  Bulletin  contains  a  presentation  of  facts  in  connection  with 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  which  reveal  a  serious  condi- 
tion. It  is  a  condition  which  should  not  discourage  but  should 
challenge. 

The  question  will  arise,  "Why  should  I  continue  my  benev- 
olence and  give  again  to  this  Institution?"  It  is  true  that  there 
are  some  who  might  give  with  greater  liberality  to  this  enterprise 
so  important  to  the  Church,  and  it  is  also  true  that  there  are  some 
who  have  given  most  generously.  Now,  why  give  more?  Let 
us  consider  the  question.  Why  should  a  father  spend  larger  sums 
of  money  on  his  son  in  order  that  the  son  might  have  a  college 
education  after  finishing  high  school?  Why  should  the  farmer 
expend  money  and  energy  on  the  crop  after  he  has  cultivated  the 
field  and  planted  the  seed?  The  answer  is  obvious.  Because  he 
has  spent  his  money  in  the  first  work,  he  feels  that  it  would  be 
unwise,  inexpedient  and  wasteful  not  to  enlarge  his  investment 
and  thus  guarantee  good  results  and  reasonable  profits. 

Atlanta  Presbyterians  and  the  Synod  of  Georgia  have  done  a 
great  work  of  far-reaching  influence  in  removing  and  rebuilding 
Columbia  Seminary.  But  the  work  is  not  complete.  The  facil- 
ities are  not  yet  adequate  and  the  resources  provided  are  insuffi- 
cient. 

A  larger  and  better  work  is  being  done  by  the  Seminary,  but 
the  yearly  deficit  has  increased.  At  the  present  rate  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  do  nothing  in  order  to  paralyze  the  Institution. 
An  adequate  supply  of  funds  just  now  will  guarantee  the  life  of 
the  Institution  and  insure  a  larger  and  more  valuable  service  to 
the  Church.  One  has  but  to  examine  the  facts  reported  in  this 
Bulletin  to  be  convinced  that  a  real  crisis  has  been  reached  in  the 
life  of  the  Institution.  A  generous  friend  has  offered  Sixty  Thou- 
sand Dollars  to  save  the  Seminary,  and  to  assure  its  future  of 
service.  This  gift  is  conditioned  upon  the  raising  of  Seventy-five 
Thousand  Dollars.  The  Sixty  Thousand  will  not  meet  the 
need,  but  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-five  Thousand  will  save 
the  Seminary,  now  imperilled;  while  Two  Hundred  Thousand 
will  discharge  all  obligations  incurred  in  the  removal  years  and  in 
the  building  program. 

This  call  is  going  out  to  the  friends  of  Columbia  Seminary. 
You  believed  that  this  move  was  a  good  thing  and  you  put  your 
money  into  it.  If  help  is  not  forthcoming  now,  the  situation 
will  be  one  full  of  uncertainty  and  peril. 

— Melton  Clark,  Class  '98. 
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ALUMNI  CALL! 

Fellow  Alumni!  You  will  be  delighted  to  hear  that  the 
Alumni  of  all  our  seminaries  in  the  Synods  which  support  Colum- 
bia are  rallying  to  the  support  of  Columbia  with  a  fineness  of 
spirit  and  a  statesmanship  of  vision  that  leaves  little  to  be  desired. 
Following  the  Survey  of  the  educational  problem  of  the  Church, 
it  is  being  more  and  more  realized  that  Columbia  in  Atlanta  is 
absolutely  essential  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Southeastern  part  of 
our  Church.  But  those  of  us  who  have  enjoyed  firsthand  the 
Columbia  tradition  have  additional  cause  for  devotion  to  our 
Alma  Mater.  The  Columbia  memories,  traditions,  affections,  bind 
us  to  the  school  with  the  golden  chains  of  the  heart.  We  want 
Columbia  to  call  on  us  first  in  this  and  every  problem. 

As  the  graduates  leave  the  Biblical  Seminary  in  New  York, 
President  White  impresses  upon  each  one  his  (or  her)  respon- 
sibility to  raise  or  give  thereafter  a  thousand  dollars  to  keep  that 
Institution  going.  The  members  of  the  Senior  Class  at  Harvard 
University  last  year  each  took  out  an  insurance  policy  of  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  making  the  University  the  beneficiary  thereof.  The 
love  and  loyalty  of  Columbia's  Alumni  is  not  less  than  that  of 
the  Alumni  of  either  the  Biblical  Seminary  or  the  University; 
the  pressure  of  Columbia's  present  problem  is  certainly  greater 
than  any  problem  confronting  either  of  the  other  institutions. 
A  number  of  old  "grads"  of  Columbia  showed  their  devotion  in 
the  removal  Campaign  in  a  giving  that  was  really  sacrificial. 
As  your  President,  may  I  not  pledge  the  heartfelt,  fervent  prayers 
and  the  earnest  endeavors  of  each  Columbia  Alumni  in  the  Colum- 
bia territory  to  secure  at  least  one  gift  for  the  school  in  this 
present  Campaign? 

— Richard  Orme  Flinn,  Class  '94, 

President  Alumni  Association. 
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THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE  OPPORTUNITY 

The  Church  may  well  be  warned  of  the  maneuvers  of  Satan 
which  imperil  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Let 
us  know  our  opportunity  and  not  be  misled  to  divert  our  energies 
to  other  channels  which  may  be  good,  but  are  secondary  to  that 
which  is  definitely  the  power  of  God  unto  Salvation. 

The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  is  primary  in  the  mind  of  Christ. 
His  last  command  centered  on  the  program  of  preaching.  This 
certainly  should  bring  a  powerful  challenge,  not  only  to  young 
men  about  to  enter  upon  life,  but  also  to  those  who  possess  the 
Lord's  money. 

A  private  letter  of  an  army  officer  of  recent  date  carried  this 
remarkable  statement:  "The  foremost  enterprise  in  the  world 
today  is  the  Evangelistic  enterprise,  for  the  Cross  is  the  only 
light  that  will  cause  flowers  to  grow  and  blossom  in  this  world 
of  weeds."  This  declaration  signifies  with  telling  force  the  priority 
of  the  opportunity  under  consideration. 

Here  is  a  little  verse.  If  we  breathe  it  as  a  prayer  it  may  prove 
a -blessing  to  us  and  to  the  Cause  of  Christ.  A  missionary  who 
gave  his  life  on  a  foreign  field  carried  these  lines  on  the  fly-leaf 
of  his  Bible. 

"Light  of  Eternity 

Light  Divine 

Into  my  darkness  shine 

That  the  small  may  appear  small 

And  the  great  greatest  of  all 

Light  of  Eternity 

Light  Divine." 

— Carl  McMurray,  Class  '24. 
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A  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Brantley,  Chairman;  Rev. 
Melton  Clark,  D.D.,  Director;  Rev.  J.  Sprole  Lyons,  D.D.;  Mr. 
J.  Bulow  Campbell;  Rev.  W.  E.  Davis,  D.D.;  Rev.  R.  O.  Flinn, 
D.D.,  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Robinson,  D.D.,  has  been  appointed  to 
present  this  matter.  The  members  of  the  Committee,  together 
with  the  other  members  of  the  Faculty,  offer  their  services  and 
invite  the  privilege  of  personal  interviews.  Drop  us  a  line  advis- 
ing us  of  a  time  when  we  may  present  this  great  Cause  personally. 

We  would  like  to  talk  with  each  one  of  you  personally  and 
to  present  the  work  and  problems  of  the  Seminary  to  each  con- 
gregation in  the  Columbia  territory — we  would  like  to  prove  to 
you  in  contradistinction  from  the  Survey's  implication  (Theolog- 
ical Report,  page  13),  that  we  are  not  recluses.  However,  with 
the  work  with  which  the  Faculty  is  charged,  and  the  tasks  which 
fill  the  hands  of  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  such  an 
ambitious  plan  is,  of  course,  impossible.  We  can  only  bring  this 
matter  to  a  relatively  small  number  of  individuals  and  churches 
personally.  It  is,  therefore,  our  hope  that  many  individuals  and 
churches  will  respond  to  this  appeal  without  waiting  for  a  per- 
sonal interview. 


$ Dated 1 9  2_____ 

COLUMBIA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY, 
DECATUR,  GEORGIA 

To  assist  in  providing  a  fund  of  $140,000  in  order  to 
secure  a  gift  of  $60,000,  and  in  consideration  of  the  pledges 
of  others  to  this  Emergency  Support  Fund,  I  hereby  promise 
to  pay  to  Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  Emergency 
Support  Fund,  Decatur,  Georgia,  the  sum  of 

DOLLARS 

Payable  quarterly,  July  first  and  October  first,  and  January 
first  and  April  first,  1930 

Name 

Street  and  No 

City  and  State 
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